


"COINTELPRO" was the FBI's secret program to undermine the popular upsurge 
which swept the country during the 1960s Though the name stands for 
"Counterintelligence Program," the targets were not enemy spies. The FBI set out 
to eliminate "radical" political opposition inside the U.S.. When traditional modes 
of repression (exposure, blatant harassment, and prosecution for political crimes) 
failed to counter the growing insurgency, and even helped to fuel it, the Bureau 
took the law into its own hands and secretly used fraud and force to sabotage 
constitutionally-protected political activity. Its methods ranged far beyond 
surveillance, and amounted to a domestic version of the covert action fro which the 
CIA had become infamous throughout the world. 

The first section of this pamphlet gives a brief overview of what we know the FBI 
did in the 60s. It explains why we can expect similar government intervention in 
the 90s and beyond, and offers general guidelines for effective response. The 
main body of the pamphlet describes the specific methods which have previously 
been used to undermine domestic dissent and suggests steps we can fake to limit 
or deflect their impact. A final chapter explores ways to mobilize broad public 
protest against this kind of repression. 

The pamphlet's historical analysis is based on confidential internal documents 
prepared by the FBI and police during the 60s. It also draws on the post-60s 
confessions of disaffected government agents, and on testimony of public officials 
before Congress and the courts. Though the information from these sources is 
incomplete, and much of what was done remains secret, we now know enough to 
draw useful lessons for future organizing. 

The suggestions included in the pamphlet are based on the author's 20 years 
experience as an activist and lawyer, and on talks with long-time organizers in a 
broad range of movements. They are meant to provide starting points for 
discussion, so we can get ready before the pressure intensifies. Most are a matter 
of common sense once the methodology of covert action is understood. Please 
take these issues seriously. Discuss the recommendations with other activists. 
Adapt them to the conditions you face. Point out problems and suggest other 
approaches. 

It is important that we begin now to protect our movements and ourselves. 
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subject to reinterpretation or modification by increasingly 
conservative, administration-oriented Federal judges. 

The U.S. Court of Appeals in Chicago has ruled that the consent 
decree against the FBI there affects only operations based "solely 
on the political views of a group or an individual," for which the 
Bureau can conjure no pretext of a "genuine concern for law 
enforcement." 

6. Direct action, in the form of citizens' arrest, mock trials, picket 
lines, and civil disobedience, has recently greeted CIA recruiters 
on a number of college campuses. Although the main focus has 
been on the Agency's international crimes, its domestic activities 
have also received attention. Similar actions might be organized 
to protest recruitment by the FBI and police, in conjunction with 
teach-ins and other education about domestic covert action. 
Demonstrations against Reagan's attempts to bolster covert 
intervention, or against particular FBI, CIA or police operations, 
could also raise public consciousness and focus activists' 
outrage. 

PROSPECTS: 

Previous attempts to mobilize public opposition, especially on a local level, 
indicate that a broad coalition, employing a multi-faceted approach, may be 
able to impose some limits on the government's ability to discredit and 
disrupt our work. It is clear, however, that we currently lack the power to 
eliminate such intervention. While fighting hard to end domestic covert 
action, we need also to study the forms it takes and prepare ourselves to 
cope with it as effectively as we can. 

Above all, it is essential that we resist the temptation to so preoccupy 
ourselves with repression that we neglect our main work. 

Our ability to resist the government's attack depends on the strength 
of our movements. 
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"It is important that we begin now to protect 
our movements and ourselves." 




What We Believe 



We are Class War Anarchists. We believe that a conflict must go on 
between those who work for a living and our enemies who get rich off 
our labor but, do nothing until those who live off our labor are laid 
low and the society with power and privilege based on wealth and 
class is abolished in favor of a free society based on mutual aid, 
voluntary cooperation and personal freedom and responsibility. We 
advocate the methods of Revolutionary Syndicalism to win the class 
war against the corruption of the rich and powerful. We believe that 
all forms of non-capitalist non-exploitive non-authoritarian economic 
organization can co-exist in an Anarchist society in a Federation of 
free people, free communities and free workplaces. We believe that 
the first step towards the creation of a free society is for people to 
organize, educate themselves and assert their autonomy from the 
government, the capitalist and organized religion. 
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This strategy is evident in the recent Executive Order and Guidelines, which 
single out for infiltration and disruption people who support liberation 
movements and governments that defy U.S. hegemony or who entertain 
the view that it may at times be necessary to break the law in order to 
effectuate social change. 

DIVERSE TACTICS: 

For maximum impact, local and national coalitions will need a multi-faceted 
approach which effectively combines a diversity of tactic, including: 

1 . Investigative research to stay on top of, and doccument, just what 
the FBI, CIA and police are up to. 



2. 



3. 



4. 



5. 



Public education through forums, rallies, radio and TV, literature, 
film, high school and college curricula, wall posters, guerilla 
theater, and whatever else proves interesting and effective. 

Legislative lobbying against administration proposals to 
strengthen covert work, cut back public access to information, 
punish government "whistle-blowers", etc.. Coalitions in some 
cities and states have won legislative restrictions on surveillance 
and covert action. The value of such victories will depend on our 
ability to mobilize continuing, vigilant public pressure for 
effective enforcement. 

Support for the victims of covert intervention can reduce 
somewhat the harm done by the FBI, CIA and police. Organizing 
on behalf of grand jury resisters, political prisoners, and 
defendants in political trials offers a natural forum for public 
education about domestic covert action. 

Lawsuits may win financial compensation for some of the people 
harmed by covert intervention. Class action suits, which seek a 
court order (injunction) limiting surveillance and covert action in 
a particular city or judicial district, have proved a valuable source 
of information and publicity. They are enormously expensive, 
however, in terms of time and energy as well as money. Out-of- 
court settlements in some of these cases have given rise to bitter 
disputes which split coalitions apart, and any agreement is 
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media in the event of a raid. When the police did attempt an 
armed assault four days later, the Panthers were able to hold off 
the attack until a large community and media presence enabled 
them to leave the office without casualties. Similar preparation 
can help other groups that have reason to expect right-wing or 
police assaults. 

1 1 . Make sure your group designates and prepares other members 
to step in if leaders are jailed or otherwise incapacitated. The 
more each participant is able to think for herself or himself and 
take responsibility, the better will be the group's capacity to 
cope with crisis. 

Organizing Public Opposition 
to Covert Intervention 

A BROAD-BASED STRATEGY: 

No one existing political organization or movement is strong enough, by 
itself, to mobilize the publjc pressure required to significantly limit the ability 
of the FBI, CIA and police to subvert our work. Some activists oppose 
covert intervention because it violates fundamental constitutional rights. 
Others stress how it weakens and interferes with the work of a particular 
group or movement. Still others see covert action as part of a political and 
economic system which is fundamentally flawed. Our only hope is to bring 
these diverse forces together in a single, powerful alliance. 

Such a broad coalition cannot hold together unless it operates with clearly- 
defined principles. The coalition as a whole will have to oppose covert 
intervention on certain basic grounds - such as the threat to democracy, 
civil liberties and social justice, leaving its members free to put forward 
other objections and analysis in their own names. Participants will need to 
refrain from insisting that only their views are "politically correct" and that 
everyone else has "sold out." 

Above all, we will have to resist government maneuvers to divide us by 
moving against certain groups, while subtly suggesting that it will go easy 
on the others, if only they disassociate themselves from those under attack. 
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Introduction 

• In the Southwest, paid informers infiltrate the church services, 
Bible classes and support networks of clergy and lay workers 
giving sanctuary to refugees from el Salvador and Guatemala. 

■ 

• In Alabama, elderly Black people attempting for the first time to 
exercise their right to vote are interrogated by FBI agents and 
hauled before Federal grand juries hundreds of miles from their 
homes. 

• In New England, a former CIA case officer cites examples from his 
own past work to warn college students of efforts by undercover 
operatives to misdirect and discredit protests against South 
African and U.S. racism. 

• In the San Francisco Bay area, activists planning anti-nuclear civil 
disobedience learn that their meetings have been infiltrated by 
the U.S. navy. 

• In Detroit, Seattle, and Philadelphia, in Cambridge, MA., Berkeley, 
CA., Phoenix, AR., and Washington, D.C., churches and 
organizations opposing U.S. policies in Central America report 
obvious political break-ins in which important papers are stolen 
or damaged, while money and valuables are left untouched. 
License plates on a car spotted fleeing one such office have been 
traced to the U.S. National Security Agency. 

• In Puerto Rico, Texas and Massachusetts, labor leaders , 
community organizers, writers and editors who advocate Puerto 
Rican independence are branded by the FBI as "terrorists," 
brutally rounded-up in the middle of the night, held 
incommunicado for days and the jailed under new preventative 
detention laws. 

• The FBI puts the same "terrorist" label on opponents of U.S. 
intervention in El Salvador, but refuses to investigate the 
possibility of a political conspiracy behind nation-wide bombings 
of abortion clinics. 
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refuse to cooperate. Set up community meetings with speakers 
who have resisted similar harassment elsewhere. Get literature, 
films, etc. Consider "Wanted" posters with photos of the 
agents, or guerilla theater which follows them through the city 
streets. 

6. Make a major public issue of crude harassment, such as 
tampering with your mail. Contact your congressperson. Call 
the media. Demonstrate at your local FBI office. Turn the attack 
into an opportunity for explaining how covert intervention 
threatens fundamental human rights. 

7. Many people find it easier to tell an FBI agent to contact their 
lawyer than to refuse to talk. Once a lawyer is involved, the 
Bureau generally pulls back, since it has lost the power to 
intimidate. If possible, make arrangements with a local lawyer 
and let everyone know that agents who visit them can be 
referred to that lawyer. In your group engages in civil 
disobedience or finds itself under intense police pressure, start 
a bail fund, train some members to deal with the legal system, 
and develop an ongoing relationship with a sympathetic local 
lawyer. * 

8. Organizations listed in the back of this pamphlet can also help 
resist grand jury harassment. Community education is 
important, along with legal, financial, child care, and other 
support for those who protect a movement by refusing to 
divulge information about it. If a respected activist is 
subpoenaed for obviously political reasons, consider trying to 
arrange for sanctuary in a local church or synagogue. 

9. While the FBI and police are entirely capable of fabricating 
criminal charges, any law violations make it easier for them to 
set you up. The point is not to get so up-tight and paranoid that 
you can't function, but to make a realistic assessment based on 
your visibility and other pertinent circumstances. 

10. Upon hearing of Fred Hampton's murder, the black Panthers in 
Los Angeles fortified their offices and organized a 
communications network to alert the community and news 



Page 27 






COINTELPRO: THE DANGER WE FACE 



COINTELPRO: THE DANGER WE FACE 



Assassination: 

The FBI and police were implicated directly in murders of Black and Native 
American leaders. In Chicago, police assassinated Black Panthers Fred 
Hampton and Mark Clark, using a floor plan supplied by an FBI informer 
who apparently also had drugged Hampton's food to make him unconscious 
during the raid. 

FBI records show that this accomplice received a substantial bonus for his 
services. Despite an elaborate cover-up, a blue-ribbon commission and a 
U.S. Court of Appeals found the deaths to be the result not of a shootout, 
as claimed by police, but of a carefully orchestrated, Viet Nam-style "search 
and destroy mission." 

GUIDELINES FOR COPING WITH HARASSMENT, INTIMIDATION & 
VIOLENCE: 

1 . Establish security procedures appropriate to your group's level 
of activity and discuss them thoroughly with everyone involved. 
Control access to keys, files, letterhead, funds, financial records, 
mailing lists, etc.. Keep duplicates of valuable documents. 
Safeguard address books, and do not carry them when arrest is 
likely. 

2. Careful records of break-ins, thefts, bomb threats, raids, arrests, 
strange phone noises (not always taps or bugs), harassment, 
etc. will help you to discern patterns and to prepare reports and 
testimony. 

3. Don't talk to the FBI. Don't let them in without a warrant. Tell 
others that they came. Have a lawyer demand an explanation 
and instruct them to leave you alone 

4. If an activist does talk, or makes some other honest error, 
explain the harm that could result. But do not attempt to 
ostracize a sincere person who slips up. Isolation only weakens 
a person's ability to resist. It can drive someone out of the 
movement and even into the arms of the police. 

5. If the FBI starts to harass people in your area, alert everyone to 



• Throughout the country, people attempting to see Nicaragua for 
themselves find their trips disrupted, their private papers 
confiscated, and their homes and offices plagued by FBI agents 
who demand detailed personal and political information. 

These kinds of government tactics violate our fundamental constitutional 
rights. They make it enormously difficult to sustain grass-roots organizing. 
They create an atmosphere of fear and distrust which undermines any 
effort to challenge official policy. 

Similar measures were used in the 1960s as part of a secret FBI program 
known as "COINTELPRO." COINTELPRO was later exposed and officially 
ended. But the evidence shows that it actually persisted and that 
clandestine operations to discredit and disrupt opposition movements have 
become an institutional feature of national and local government in the U.S.. 
This pamphlet is designed to help current and future activists learn from the 
history of COINTELPRO, so that our movements can better withstand such 
an attack. 

The first section gives a brief overview of what we know the FBI did in the 
60s. It explains why we can expect similar government intervention in the 
90s and beyond, and offers general guidelines for effective response. 

The main body of the pamphlet describes the specific methods which have 
previously been used to undermine domestic dissent and suggests steps 
we can take to limit or deflect their impact. 

A final chapter explores ways to mobilize broad public protest against this 
kind of repression. 

The pamphlet's historical analysis is based on confidential internal 
documents prepared by the FBI and police during the 60s. It also draws on 
the post-60s confessions of disaffected government agents, and on the 
testimony of public officials before Congress and the courts. Though the 
information from these sources is incomplete, and much of what was done 
remains secret, we now know enough to draw useful lessons for future 
organizing. 

The suggestions included in this pamphlet are based on the author's 20 
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